
To be really successful in A-level History, you need to read as widely as you possibly can, keeping up 

to date with current historical debate. Don’t make the mistake of thinking that History is fixed—it is 

a living thing and debates and interpretations change all the time. Getting started on now will put 

you ahead of the game for next year.  

Don’t feel the need to buy all or buy new—Google the books, pick one that appeals to you, try to 

buy second hand from sites like Abe Books.  

These recommendations are for fun and helpful enrichment and wider reading that are relevant to 

your course. Please see our course reading lists for more specific information.  

       

 

History Podcasts: 

BBC You’re Dead to Me – Greg Jenner 
Greg Jenner also writes for Horrible Histories. 

NPR—Throughline 

Leanda de Lisle—10 Minute Tudors 

BBC In Our Time with Melvyn Bragg 

History Extra on Spotify 

Dan Snow’s History Hit 

BBC  World Service - Witness 

Histories of the Unexpected 

 Royal History’s Biggest Fibs ep1&2 —iPlayer  

Lucy Worsley’s Six Wives—iPlayer 

British History’s Biggest Fibs ep1—YouTube 

The Tudors—Netflix (fun) 

US History’s Biggest Fibs ep3—Daily Motion 

The Vietnam War —Netflix (a bit brutal) 

History video channels: 
Timelines TV—YouTube channel 

BBC Teach—women’s history playlist 

BBC Teach History playlist 

TEDEd—assorted History lessons 

History Extra—YouTube 

BBC History YouTube playlist  

Dan Snow’s History Hit TV 
(It’s a subscription but free for 30 days) 

       

 

 

 

 

      On Netflix       On Netflix 

AQA specification 

Unit 1C—The Tudors,  

1485-1603 

Unit 2Q—American Dream? 

1945-1981 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p07mdbhg
https://www.npr.org/podcasts/510333/throughline?t=1585575370126
https://soundcloud.com/leanda-de-lisle-history
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006qykl/episodes/downloads
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006qykl/episodes/downloads
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006qykl/episodes/downloads
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006qykl/episodes/downloads
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006qykl/episodes/downloads
https://open.spotify.com/show/67EPVbpyjlDxGWsrfzdYu5
https://www.historyhit.com/podcasts/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p004t1hd
https://historiesoftheunexpected.com/podcasts
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/m000fj9f/royal-historys-biggest-fibs-with-lucy-worsley
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b0854cjm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-4SsGg0c6eg
https://www.dailymotion.com/video/x73cmmt
https://www.youtube.com/user/timelinesTV
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLcvEcrsF_9zJQ8PhYivzFQyLZNL2ZneLd
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLcvEcrsF_9zI2dNGU9uUOWo9tenQi93UG
https://ed.ted.com/lessons.html?category=history&page=3
https://www.youtube.com/user/historyextra/videos
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL2XMHriRjzy0-VocW_OoTdVA9o_GuJcE0
https://tv.historyhit.com/signup/package/?utm_source=TopMenu&utm_medium=COM


OPEN LEARN 

The Open University have a huge number if free online 

courses that you can study. They tell you how long they 

take and give you an outline of what is included. You also 

get a free statement of participation on completion. Take 

a look and see if any take your interest.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School History Project 800 word Essay competition  

Write an essay to answer this question: 

“If 1066 is said to be the most important date in English 

history, what is the equivalent in another country?” 

Extra credit is available for focusing on a country outside 

of Europe/America and prior to 1492.  

Deadline: May 25th 

Historical Association historical fiction competition 

Write a work of historical fiction, set in any period or 

location you choose and told from any perspective you 

prefer.  

Deadline: June 26th  

Course information 

The A-level History course at V6 comprises units 1C and 

2Q  from the AQA qualification. 

Link to specification 

1C – Tudors Resource List from AQA 

2Q – American Dream Resource List from AQA 

Textbooks: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You will need to purchase a textbook for each side of the 
course. These are the most popular among students. For 
Unit 1C, any A-level-standard textbook that focuses on 
the Tudors 1485-1603 will be fine—it is possible to pick 
up some bargains.  

Coursework 

At the end of Y12, you will begin researching for a 
coursework essay (NEA) on a topic of your choice. We 
offer some taught options but if you have a topic that 
you are especially curious about, you could use this time 
to start reading about it. It cannot overlap with the 
taught units and should cover a period of 100 years.  

https://www.open.edu/openlearn/history-the-arts/free-courses?filter=date/grid/576/all/all/all/
http://www.schoolshistoryproject.co.uk/schools-history-project-essay-competition-in-association-with-professor-peter-frankopan-and-no-more-marking/
https://www.history.org.uk/primary/categories/530/news/3451/write-your-own-historical-fiction-competition-2020
https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/history/specifications/AQA-7041-7042-SP-2015.PDF
https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/history/AQA-70411C-70421C-RL.PDF
https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/history/AQA-70412Q-70422Q-RL.PDF

